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Mica’s Question, “ What is truth ?” An- 
swered. 


(Concluded from page 347.) 

We have seen what declarations respec- 
ting the Deity are agreeable to the subject, 
and a part of those which donot agree with 
the subject, consequently are erroneous ;— 
we proceed to state and answer some others 
which are not agreeable to the subject, or 
are not a declaration of the thing as it is. 

That Christ procured the favor and love 
of God, or purchased or merited our’ salva- 
tion, are declarations not agreeing with God 
the subject ; because this would argue that 
God had nolove for man before Christ 
came ; it would argue that God was change- 
able, and it would insinuate that Christ did 
works of supererrogation or more than the 
law required of him ; either of these par- 
ticulars would be inconsistent with a God 
of infinite, unchangeable love and goodness, 
and consequently do not agree with God 
the subject. 

God forgives because it is his nature ; 
he delights in mercy. He needs nothing 
out of himself, to influence him in our be- 
half; for infinite, unchangeable love and 
goodness can have no addition made to 
them, and that love and goodness which 
were ever exercised from eternity can re- 
ceive no price, by which it needs to be 
bought or procured. 

These last declarations agree perfectly 
with a being whose love and goodness are 
infinite and unchangeable. 

Thus the love of God to man is sponta- 
neous,and was never exercised for any other 
reason, but only that it always was and al- 
ways will be the nature of God to act in 
this manner. . 

That God would not be true to his threat- 
ening towards sinners, unless he receive 


eatisfaction from a snrets: stequate to that 
which was threatened against sinners, 1s 


not a declaration agreeing with the subject. 
This declaration is made, and geaerally be- 
lieved through Christendom ; viz. that God 
had threatened sinners with endless tor- 
ments, that he could uot be true nor just to 
his threatening, in saving sinners, unless a 
surety should endure that punishment, which 





was adequate to their endless misery. This 
declaration agrees not with the subject for 
the following reasons. 

1. God never threatened Adam’s race 
with such a punishment. If ever such a 
punishment was threatened against man for 
sin; all men have been threatened with it, 
for all have sinned; and how, then, can 
truth in God ever be maintained unless the 
threatened punishment be executed ? Our op- 
ponents say, that Christ bore this punish- 
ment in the sinner’s stead, consequently the 
sinner is acquitted. But weask, if this 
would indicate the truth of God, on the sup- 
position that Christ did bear a punishment 
adequate to the endless damnation of all 
mankind ? In such a case the sinner who 
was threatened is not punished, and conse- 
quently, God hath threatened that (against 
sinners) which he will never execute. A 
deg!aration of this kind can never agree with 
the truth or unchangeableness of God, but 
militates against both, and so does not de- 
clare the thing as it is. 

But 2. To condemn the innocent and 
free the guilty, and say that this was God’s 
practice, (in the above case) is not  de- 
clare the thing as it is, because this would 
be contrary to that which God enjoins on 
us :—furthermore, if by the suffering of 
Christ, mankind are freed from the threat- 
ened punishment, itis punishment only from 
which they are freed, but not from stn.— 
Here the thing is not declared as it is; 
Christ came to save mankind from sin. If 
the sinner were punished to all eternity, he 
would not thereby be saved fiom sin; so if 
Christ has suffered a punishment adequate 
thereto, that, of itself, is no part of salva- 
tion from sin. Hence an endless continu- 
ance of punishment inflicted on the sinner 


himself, or that which is adeauera, t-4s~erd 
on asnrets, Jves not take away sin 5 so that 


the thing from which we must be saved is 
not as yet effected. 

Two declarations are undoubtedly true ; 
That God never threatened endless misery 
to any man ; nor did Christ ever suffer to 
free man from such punishment. Christ 
came (as a good shepherd) to seek and 
savethe lost sheep; to reclaim mankind ; 
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to convince them of sin; to free them from 
its power and dominion ; in short, to make 
them holy and happy. His reign will con- 
tinue till every lost sheep is thus returned 
to the fold ; then he will give up the media- 
torial kingdom, and God be all in all. 

This is declaring the thing as it is mani- 
fested to us. 

Whatis truth respecting the record of 
God? It is this, that Godhas given to us 
(to unbelievers equally with believers) e- 
ternal life, and that this life is in his Son. 
— eternal life is not given to any one be- 

ause they believe ; but it is given, and so 
is to be believed. Inshort, if eternal life 
were not given till we believe, what could 
there be for the unbelievers to believe? It 
is the unbeliever, who is called upon to be- 
lieve that God has given him eternal life, 
and so long as he disbelieves this he makes 
God a liar, which could not be the case, 
unless that record was true. 

Hence, all those declarations, which rep- 
resent our eternal life as depending on the 
gharacters we form here, or on our faith or 
repentance, or any thing that we ever did 
or can do; do not represent the thing as it 
is, and hence are not true. 

What is truth as to man’s duty? It is 
to act for his and his neighbor’s welfare. 
It is to love God supremely, and his neigh- 
bor as himself: to do justly, to love mercy 
and walk humbly : to fear God and keep 
his commandments. Here is the whole du- 
ty of man. Here we inquire, why is it our 
duty toloveGod ? Ans. because he is love- 
ly. What makes him lovely? His infinite 
and unchangeable wisdom, power and 
goodness exercised towards us and all man- 
kind. Duty, as binding on man, is nothing 
aside from an obligation to be like God in 
our disposition, and to imitate him in our 
practice. Thus the forgiveness of enemies 
is our duty, because it makes us like God; 
he forgives his enemies. 'To do good, to be 

gentle and kind to all men, whether friends 
or foes, is our duty, because it is an imita- 
tion of the only living and true God. In 
olives, whatsoever things are true, loyely of 


good report ought sv ~ ~.gage our thoughts 
as to excite us to practice the same, «2. ;, 


good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour. It is an imitation of his amiable 
and glorious perfections. 

Truth in the common concerns of life, 


_— 


giving information in secular or other af. 
fairs, and give it from the best of his knowl. 
edge; and yet he may afterwards find that 
his declaration did not agree with the sub- 
ject. Jn this case, the query is, whether the 
man spake the truth, when his declaration 
did not agree with the subject? Ans. Let 
the good intention and understanding of the 
person be the subject, then the declaration 
will agree with that subject, and conse- 
quently, to that person it will be the truth 
of sincerity: but at the same time, the 
thing is not declared as it is, and conse. 
quently, truth, as to the real subject is not 
spoken. Paul in speaking and doiug ma- 
ny things contrary to the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth, spoke and did that which was 
tiuth as to his knowledge, for he was sin- 
cere ; yet when his understanding was bet- 
ter informed, he condemned his former con- 
duct, although at the time he thought it to 
be right. This truth of sincerity may be 
applied to all subjects, whether civil, po- 
litical, religious o1 secular. 

Many no doubt, in preaching, speak with 
the truth of sincerity, when, at the same 
time, there is no agreement between their 
declarations and the subjects of divinity, 
on which they dwell: so itis in our secu- 
lar and other concerns. Two things are 
indispensably necessary. First, to use all 
necessary means to attain atrue knowledge 
of subjects. Secondly, to deciare the sub- 
jects according to our knowledge of them. 
The former is a pleasing task ; the latter 
leaves the mind free from reproach. 

Thos Ihave shewn what is truth; it 
consists in the agreement of our declaration 
with the subject; or, it is declaring the 
thing (let this be what it may) as itis. 

REMARKS. 

How excellent and important is truth, 
and what a commendation is it to be of the 
truth? Truth (when spoken,) leaves every 
feeling and enjoyment pleasing and satis- 
factory ; conscience approves and peace is 
undisturbed ; fear does not disturb us, and 
guilt (in such a case) has no possession.— 
Great is truth, and in excellence it will 
excel. 


mre tomestiiiey vreferable to mere sin- 
cerity, in which our declaration and the 


subject do not agree. However sincere we 
may be in our declarations, yet if there be 
no agreement between them and the sub- 


is that which ought to be fully understood, | ject, we are as far from solid peace and con- 


otherwise men may be charged with false- 


solation as our declaration is from the sub- 





hood when they do not deserve it. There} ject: the reason is at hand, when the mind 
is then that, which may be termed the truth | is under a mistake and is beclouded, it is 


of sincerity. A man may be sincere in! not ina gituation for enjoyment as when 
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the true light is clearly discerned. There 
isa witness attending the truth, which makes 
the person rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory ; whereas, uncertainty of the 
mind which mars our happiness, is more or 
less attendant on mere sincerity. 

Truth should be maintained in society, 
and the importance of it is unspeakable. 
Ephe. iv. 26. Wherefore putting away 
lying, speak every man truth with his 
neighbor ; for we are members one of ano- 
ther. Col. iii. 9. Lie not one to another, 
seeing that ye have put off the old man with 
his deeds. 

Truth is all important tn preaching ; 
mere sincerity does not excuse us when we 
lack the knowledge of the truth; truth 
may be discovered ; but we seek her as sil- 
ver and search for her as for hidden trea- 
sures; then shall we understand the fear of 
the Lord and find the kaowledge of God. 
Prov. ii. 4. 5. A scribe well instructed into 
the gospel kingdom, or, into the kingdom 
of God is a great blessing to society ; the 
glad tidings of salvation, which he brings 
on his tongue, and the peace of God which 
he proclaims, make his feet beautiful upon 
the mountains ; and truth illustrated and 
applied redounds to the honor and glory of 
God and the encouragement and joy of all 
who wish to know the Lord. On the oth- 
er hand, the blind guide, who is ignorant 
both of God and the gospel of his Son ; who 
deals damnation round the land and preach- 
es an angry and an avenging God ; a God 
of wrath and fury; who can never be sat- 
ished short of the endless torments of man, 
or the death of his well beloved Son; who 
can alter or change with every change in us ; 
to love in one case and hate in another ; is 
like a trumpet giving an uncertain sound ; 
he preaches for truth that which is false- 
hood; he is a blind leader of the blind, and 
he, with his adherents will undoubtedly fall 
into the ditch.— Epiror. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
ON THE MANNER OF INSTRUCT- 
ING YOUTH. 
ft is presumed, that every person who 
wishes well to society feels a greater or 
less degree of interest in the education of 


the rising generation. Indeed. anatby in 
a case of such umpurtance, would be criasu- 


nal to the last degree. I therefore take it 
for granted, that every reader will take a 
share of the solicitude which occasions the 
following remarks. 

I am well aware that many may consider 
any thing, communicated to the public 


through the medium of a paper devoted to 
the dissemination of doctrines by some con- 
sidered heretical, as being either contamin- 
ated by error or designed to strike a blow 
atthe foundation of whatever is good or 
beneficial to society ; but regardless of any 
other consideration than duty, I shall, with- 
out excuse or apology—without hesitation, 
or the fear of giving offence to any one en- 
lightened by the rays of truth or science, 
proceed to notice some things, which have 
fallen under my own observation, in order, 
if possible, to prevent a continuance of rep- 
rehensible practices in relation to the edu- 
cation of children and youth. 

It is no less true than surprising, that al- 
ready, even in this enlightened republie, 
where liberty of consience is almost a mot- 
to engraven upon our hearts—where all that 
remains pure of christianity has fled for a 
refuge, and where alone liberty is cherished 
in the Jap of science, there have been some 
appearauces of a thirst for religious suprem- 
acy, which strongly indicate the necessity 
of atimely interference, to prevent conse- 
quences abhorrent to the feelings of every 
lover of liberty ot christianity. 

It is well known, that measures have al- 
ready been taken by some, whose motives 
I will not impeach, but whose conduct is 
unquestionably entitled to censure,to monop- 
olize the privilege of giving instruction to 
the rising generation. 

I most cordially approve of any meas- 
ures calculated todo away vice, or put a 
stop to the progress of vicious principles in 
the youthful mind ; but I as sincerely de- 
test any endeavors to warp the tender and 
susceptible understanding of the child or 
youth, to any creed or mode of faith. The 
history of ail ages of the world, from the 
time when Paul was educated at the feet of 
Gamaliel, down to the present period, fur- 
nishes evidence of the fact, that teaching the 
doctrines and traditions of men, is poorly 
calculated, to advance the well-being of so- 





i ciety or the happiness of the individuals so 
‘instructed. But especially, when children 
_are taught the doctrines or commandments 
of men, the effect is pernicious in propor- 
portion to the pliability of the mind, and ite 
| capability of retainine ‘pressions. The 
| evil ean-~quences which have generaily fol- 
'fowed such course of instruction, are too 
numerous to be detailed. Ii need only be 
| said, that children whose minds have been 
early impressed with the peculiar dogmas 
| of any sect, and who have been led to at 
_tach any considerable importance to them ; 
have generally either come abroad into the 
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world the images of bigotry, or far advanc- ety, should entitle some instructors of 
ed towards infidelity ! It is too evident to youth to the lasting reproach and censure of 
Se ee the experienced reader, that this is often every intelligent citizen. It has been said, 
umm the case, to require proof; and therefore that in some schools, even in this place, 
when these facts are applied to the subject where our citizens justly claim the charac. 
: OB under consideration they goto prove the ter ofenlightened and judicious men, the 
ae 3 inutility of such endeavors in all instances, utmost exertions have been made to impress 
Ry especially in schools, where our children at- the minds of children and youth with no. 
tend for the purpose of acquiring a knowl- | tions at once dishonor able to the heart that 
edge of the sciences. conceived them, and disgraceful to those 
But it may be asked, shall we neglect to) who brought them forth, If Lam _ rightly 
inculcate morality or the christian virtues ? | informed the peculiar views of some pro- 
No, by all means let the practice of every fessing christians, have been represented as 
moral virtue be inculcated ;_ but avoid in-| being awfully wicked, and terribly dishop. 
troducing the peculiar tenets of any sect | orable to the ones who protess them. Noy 
or denomination of christians. It is how-| has the iniquity been limited to these mis. 
ever, by no means necessary, inorder to) 1epresentations. ‘The influence of the in. 
effect this desirable object, that any doc- | structor has been used, to prevent scholars 
trines should be taught. Let doctrinal sub- | from hearing any other sentiments advane- 
jects never be agitated, in schools for the! ed, then such as were represented as_hon- 
education of vouth ; but let this be left to} orably orthodox, and unquestionably pop- 
those whose business it is, to instruct man-| oar! 
kind in the way of peace and salvation. It requires not the tongue of an angel,nor 
I will now call the attention of the reader | the pen of inspiration, to convince the can- 
to a particular, which is by some censider-| did reader, that such conduct in a teacher, 
ed justifiable, but which I think is extreme- | intrusted with the care ef our children, i; 
ly dangerous to community, and which in} worthy of being discountenanced. Let ev- 
Y my opinion deserves the most unqualified | ery intelligent citizen, then, be upon the 
5 acd disapprobation of every friend of youth.—]| alert, and whenever such conduct is discoy- 
¢ It is not an evil which falls upon one sect} ered, let it be discouraged in every possible 
| alone, but is in my opinion calculated to] way ; and I fondly believe, that it will re- 
subvert the intentions of all good men, and] quire but one effort, to put a stop to its pro- 
prostitute the meansof education to the} gress. 
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x base purposes of sectarian speculation ; so It may be supposed by some, that this 
* re that every design of the parents of children] practice nas become so fashionable, that 
" calculated to ensure the well-being of pos-| submission will be better than resistance. 


‘ terity, will be frustrated, and the means of] But this is a voluntary slavery, more dan- 
education converted into machinery for| gerous than “ the pestilence that walketh in 
making proselytes. darkness.” Remember, that you have yet 
The practice to which I allude, is that of | in your own hands the means of breaking 
the instructors of youth, who endeavor in| the chain of bondage, and if properly used, 
every possible way to bias the minds of | will occasion future generations to rise up 
their pupils in favor of the peculiar tenets | and call you blessed. For one, the writer 
of some one sect or denomination of christ-| of this article has formed the resolution to 
ians, andto prejudice them against any | give a friendly hint to all concerned, and if 
thing opposed to such peculiar views. this does not have the desired effect, the 
That such practices are pursued and en- | names of any individuals who condescend 
ts couraged by some, is a fact, of which we|to the practice of using unjustifiable means 
} have demonstrative evidence even in this|to subserve the interests of a favorite de- 
Village. ‘The fnotives of such as_ practice | nomination shall be held up to public view 
or encourage this sper. ~¢ religious impo- | as an example to deter others from the like 
sition (for 1 can call it by NO better wu. .y | offer ugetnce mropriety. May “a word 

I will not endeavor to impeach or censure. | to the wise be sufficient.”” 








' I Jeave that to be done ifnecessary, by an Ana Observer of the Times. 
; enlightened public. Put the practice itself 
is neither more nor less, than an attempt to For the Gospel Advocate. 
destroy or sap the very foundation of our ALARMING PROSPECT. 


political and religious freedom! Factshave| The decline of the popular sentiment ot 
been communicated to the writer of this at- | endless torment, has long been apparent to 
ticle, which, if I have any sense of prepri.| those who have kept an eye upon the relig- 
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ious world. The plain truth is, liberal 
christianity is gaining ground with unex- 
ampled rapidity 5 and as light and truth 
progresses, the “ mystery of iniquity,” re- 
cedes towards the shades of deserved ob- 
livion. Yetnotwithstanding the evidences 
of these facts, which are before our eyes 


and sounded in our ears, the advocates of 


the God-dishonoring notions of deluded men, 
have heretofore endeavored to keep the real 
condition of their cause 2 secret, and have 
continued to operate upon the fears and 
pride of the multitude, by maintaining, that 
the idea of endless burnings is popular, and 
therefore, its rejection proportionably dan- 
gerous ! But their real condition has of late 
become so apparent as to render conceal- 
ment no longer possible. The mask ts torn 
off, and the painful reality must be told! 
Hence, within a few months the discourage- 
ments, embarrassments, perplexities and 
fears of the party aggrieved, are pourtray- 
ed in glowing colors and hawked about in 
all directions. 

I disdain to exult over a falling or fallen 
enemy, but cannot refrain from giving the 
reader a faint idea of the alarming prospect 
of that cause, which stands opposed to the 
doctrine uf universal benevolence and im- 
partial love. 

Not long since in looking over the pages 
of a missionary paper, I observed a report 
of an institution of that description, which 
announced a decrease of the income of that 
society, during the year previous, to such 
an extent that their funds were exhausted 
and they were in arrears about $7000.— 
This was an event which 1 had long antic- 
ipated, butdid not expect it so soon. The 
means to which the abettors ofthese schemes 
have resorted to obtain funds, have long 
indicated the troubles now tealized, but 
“ sudden destruction” has come upon their 
hopes and sooner than was expected, our 
ears are saluted with the groans of the mon- 
ster. Missionary societies, tract societies, 
young men’s societies, female societies, cent 
societies, and to cap- all rag-bag societies, 
were so many evidences that their “ craft 
was indanger !” But every bag and box has 
been emptied into the lap of the “ Parent so- 
ciety,” and after all their crying “ give 
give,” the fcarful batauce Of S€Ven  thoe 
sand and some hundred dollars hangs like 
a dead weight upon the shoulders of those 
pious individuals, who have long been en- 
gaged in the work of appeasing the wrath 
of an offended dicty ! 

But these troubles are not confined to 
missionary and other societies of that des- 





cription, ‘The gloom pervades all institu- 
tions founded upon the basis of Ged’s sup- 
posed indiguation! [have lately perused 
the crncuLar of the Synod of Geneva, to 
the presbyteries and churches under their 
care and it corfirms the opinion, that 
** featfulness hath surprised” that venera- 
ble body ! The sum and substayce of this 
circolar, may be comprised in New words. 

Phe synod,” says the letter, “has cause 
tobedeeply sclicitous about the present 
state,”* of those addressed ; “ They area- 
larmed at that deep and settled sleep which 
has so extensively suspended christian in- 
terest and christian exertion ;” (meaning no 
doubt, the settled sleep of orthodoxy 3) 
" Could they believe from the facts before 
them, they might be mistaken on this sub- 
Ject, it would give some relief to the gloom 
with which they are oppressed,” “ But 
they are constrained to believe, that the 
churches are, to a great extent, in a luke- 
warm state.” They exhort those addres- 
sed to “think of that tremendous hour, 
when you realized your vileness, your guilt, 
the justice of God in your (eternal I sup- 
pose) condemnation,” &c. &c. They con- 
clude by directing their several churches to 
commence process against all persons un- 
der their care, who by their connexion in 
business with stage and packet proprietors, 
forwarding companies, or turnpike corpo- 
rations, &c. &c. shall violate the sabbath. 
All this may be good, but it seems that co- 
ercion has become necessary to effect that, 
which a fear of hel! has not been able to do. 
Surely “ Babylon is fallen, is fallen !?— 
May God Almighty hasten the time when 
truth shall prevail, and when ‘the strong 
chords of love, mercy and peace shall draw 
the ends of the earth together in one com- 
mon union, so that godliness may be pro- 
moted by the proper and effectual opera- 
tions of the spirit of Jehovah ! 


E. 


“Tt appears from this, that more alarm exists about 
the present, than the efernal state of manktnd.! Prob.- 
bly they think the elect are all secure. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 

ANOTHER VICTIM 3 

to the doctrine of endless tormen¢! 
A few weeke since iC Was announced in 
we public newspapers, that Miss Louisa 
Moore of Rome, or that vicinity, had strol- 
| led away from her friends to the village of 
| Utica, where she put an end to her exist- 
/ence by hanging herself! She was evident- 
ily insane, but the cause of her derangement 
|was not then published. We now learn 
from the Utica Sentinel, that some months 


































































SS ARI 
~ _ oy 
































358 GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





before her aeath, she had become a convert 
to the peace-destroying doctrine of Calvin- 
ism, and was a member of the presbyterian 
church. ‘Soon after thishad taken place, 
she sunk under ler apprehensions, and at 
last her dreadful impressions, as might have 
been expected, deprived her of reason, and 
led to the act which terminated her mortal 
existence. 

Thus she has finally obtained a release 
from the torment of error, and we trust has 
found rest in the bosom of that Jesus, who 
came not to wound but to heal. O, may 
God grant that clerical artifice may be 
done away, and the Gospel of peace by an 
universal prevalence restore that consola- 
tion to the world which all need and every 
benevolent sou! desires. E. 





FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


CALVINISM UNMASKED. 
Or, Calvinistic principles of Justice, as 
attributed to God, for the foundation of 
His Covenant with Christ, relative to 
the Atonement for sin, and man’s re. 
demption from it, examined, and proved 


to be Unjust. 

( Continued from page 351.) 

Having, in our Number, advanced what 
we, with all sincerity and confidence, be- 
lieve to be the seripture, and only true and 
consistent, doctrine of atonement, we will 
now proceed to show the astonishing con- 
trast between the T’ruth of God’s salvation, 
and the error of man’s invention; which 
has has so many deluded followers and in- 
terested supporters at the present day.— 
The propositions we will prove and illus- 
trate are the following :— 

- The orthodox doctrine of the Atonement, 
and satisfaction for sin, is unjust, and a- 
bominably wicked; and contradicts all the 
ideas and descriptions of goadness, which 
God has revealed to man. 

The orthodox doctrine teaches, that it is 
unjust to forgive an offence or injury, until 
the offender, or injurer, makes full repara- 
tion to the offended, or injured; or until 
such reparation is made, by a third party, 
in Dis sve and stead. 

A more abominable aue secypressib] 
wicked sentiment, was never generated In 
the mind of a very Devil! For the climax 
of wickedness is gained by the assumption, 
of the injured being justified in accepting 
the sacrifice and punishment of the innocent 
in the stead of the guilty; and accepting 
this commutation with perfect complacency 


and satisfaction. Had we in full possess. 
ion all the treasures of the Indies, we would 
offer the whole as a premium for a descrip- 
tion of infernal wickedness, which should 
exceed that of the orthodox doctrine of “ A. 
tonement and satisfaction for sin.” 

Does the naked truth alarm the timid 
reader ? We hold up full to his view, an 
object to divert his attention, for a moment, 
from the dreadful picture, and quiet his fears, 
Read this—{(>“ Be ye kind one to anoth.- 
er, tender-hearted, forgiving one another 
{How ? On what condition ?] even as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” (E- 
phes. iv. 32.) Calvinism, stand you this 
test! Pass this ordeal! Abide the scrutiny 
of this touchstone ! and thou shalt be saved, 
Fail in this trial, and thou shalt descend 
with thy hoary pretensions, tothe blackness 
of darkness from whence thou camest. Be- 
hold the criterion !_ God’s kindness, forgive- 
ness, and tenderness, are introduced by the 
inspired writer, and you are commanded to 
square all your principles and conduct, by 
God’s goodness and conduct. Your kind- 
ness must be even as God’s kindness. Is 
there no kindness in God, until he is pro- 
pitiated and made kind by a sacrifice ? You 
must be equally fastidious. You must be 
tender-hearted even as God. Is there no 
tenderness in God’s heait, until the inno- 
cent are made to sufier instead of the guilty 
offenders ? ‘Then you must exercise no com- 
passion or love for those who offend you, 
until you make it consistent with your char- 
acter, by inflicting upon the innocent the 
punishment due to the guilty. Will God 
not forgive an offence, until he punishes 
his innocent Son, in the room of the offend- 
er? Then you must do the same, you must 
‘forgive one another even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven vou,” and visit upon the 
head of the guiltless, the punishmeut due 
to the guilty. When your fellow, your en- 
emy does you an injury, you cannot forgive 
him, consistently with your character as a 
just man, unless you first punish an inno- 
cent person, and that person your ownson. 
Then you can be kind and tender-hearted. 

Again. Calvinism limits the atonement 
such as it is, toa few, comparatively, and 
consigns the residue to endless wretched- 


ness ; Calvinism’s God by his decree ot 
reprobation, @XCludco thea from all fui give 


ness, and all kindness. Consequently, the 
Calvinist cannot forgive only a few, on any 
conditions ; because God, for Christ’s sake, 
forgives only a few. He must be kind as 
God is kind! Calvin himself, we presume, 





was consistent in faith and works, when he 
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roasted M. Servervus! He imitated, as far 
as he could, the God of his imagination ; 
and was as tender hearted as his imagina- 
ry deity. 

What idea of goodness and kindness has 
God revealed to man? Ans. That good- 
ness and kindness which is compatible with 
loving our enemies, and doing them good, 
hoping for nothing again. (Luke vi. 31— 
36.) And the declaration is positive, of 
God, that “ he is kind unto the unthankful 
and the evil.” This is God’s goodness.— 
To be unkind to the unthankful and the e- 
vil, is to contradict God. How does Cal- 
vinism stand this test? What is the conduct 
and disposition of the worst of men? Ans. 
They do not forgive their enemies. They are 
not kind to the evil,and theunthankful. They 
will not pardon an offence, until they have 
their revenge ; and their revenge, when ta- 
ken by roasting their enemies to death, 
renders their pardon, if granted, of no avail 
to their enemy! Is it not abominably wick- 
ed, instead of forgiving an enemy, to put 
him to a cruel death? The honest candid 
man, must answer, Yes. Do not God’s 
principles of goodness forbid this, and re- 
quire a contrary treatment of our enemies ? 
Yes. Does not God require of man to for- 
give his enemies, because God forgives His 
enemies? Yes Does not God require of 
man to forgive all his enemies, and to do 
good to all, because God is “ good to all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his 
works ?” This also must be answered in the 
affirmative. Is not God a “ Just God and 
a Saviour?” Yes. Is not man unjust, 
when, instead of being like God, a Saviour, 
he becomes a destroyer? Yes. Answer, 
then, one more question honestly—Is not 
the orthodox doctrine, (i. €. the Calvinist’s 
doctrine,) of the atonement, and satisfaction 
for sin, unjust and abominably wicked ? Is 
it not a contradiction of all the ideas and 
descriptions of goodness, which God _ has 
revealed to man! And is it not so, because 
it teaches that it is unjust to forgive enemies 
without satisfaction is made; when God 
teaches that we must forgive and loye our 


enemies, and do them good, hoping for 
nothing iu ictus? Yes. By all the ideas 


of goodness we have ever received from God 
or learned from his works, and revelation 
made to man, by all his love manifested in 
Christ, we must answer—YES! 

Reader, What kind of a world should we 
have, if the Calvinist’s principles of justice 
atonement and satisfaction, were influen- 
tial upon the minds of men? Every bosom 


would be steeled againt the cries of the mis- 
erable, by a stern implacable justice, which 
nothing could appease or sofien, save the 
blood and tears, and groans, and life of the 
offender ; or, what is more horrible, the sac- 
rifice of the innocent in his stead. Every 
avenue to mercy and kindness would be 
closed for cver, to the multitude ; and only 
a few be permitted to share the blessings 
arising from social affections, or the kind- 
ness of a friend. Criminals, gibbets, in- 
struments of torture, and cruel execution- 
ers, would assail us at every corner; while 
the blood of the victims would deluge the 
earth, and the smoke of the fires darken the 
sun. The fair field of the Creator’s boun- 
ty, which now blooms where the benign 
principles of the Gospel of Christ are pro- 
mulgated, would become dismal as the fa- 
bled Hells; and its rulers out-devil the 
murky fiends of Cerberus’s dark abode. 

Away with a picture so dismal, and prin- 
ciples whose analysis contains an utter re- 
jection of all the love and justice of God, 
and are at war with every endearing relation 
which can bind man to his fellow, or con- 
nect with one consoling reflection, the e- 
vents of time with the destinies of eternity ! 

Let the truth come and wash away the 
stain. Let the glory of the divine realities, 
the love and justice of the great Father, be 
viewed by every eye, and the heavenly 
principles of the God of our salvation, 
reign in everyheart. Then, all that Eden 
was, when Adam stood innocent, and guilt- 
less Eve inthe beauty of the Creator’s im- 
age, will be realized, and earth again be 
Heaven ! 

Let the Calvinist answer the question— 
How can the exercise of principles which 
would convert the earth into a hell, produce 
happiness in heaven? How canthe exer- 
cise ofloving kindness, in which the Lord 


delighteth, cause misery here below? A de- 


scription of that society, community, nation, 
or world, who made the justice, love, and 
goodness of God, as manifested in Christ, 
the law of their conduct, and the rule of 


their life, would be a descrirtic«, so far as 
mortal tongue evuid speak, of Heaven. 


The law of Love, would be the supreme 
law. The only ambition which impart an 
impulse to the heart of man, would be the 
ambition of communicating happiness ; and 
assuaging, by kind offices, every ill. | 
would be overcome of good. The jealow 
ies which now poison the peace of the 
world, and foment ten thousand discords, 
would forever be swallowed up in love; 
and gentleness quiet the storm of passion ia 
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caine every heart. War and bloodshed would) ox rag pearn oF AN AGED RELATIVE. 
eee we cease. Competition would exist only in a 
peer & rivalship in acts of kindness; and mercy, 
SRT 11 with her good fruits, exterminate cruelty 
i af from the earth. The ornament of a quiet 
M2 spirit, would be the only badge of distinc- 
; tion, and the treasure of the miser be pour-| { saw thee stand beside the grave, 
ed into the lap of the widow and fatherless. |} caw the tear bedew thine eye 3 
A family of brothers, all heirs to the glory | The tender tribute nature gave, 
of their Father, would constitute a nation.) And mark’d the heart appealing sich, 
whose king would be the King of kings, the | iii 
Lord of Hosts. Such, universally, would | As that dread moment when was given 
be the effect of the universal beneficence of | The body to its native clay, 
God, reigning in the hearts, and ruling in| 1 saw thee weep, and as from heaven, 
the understanding of mankind. Such is} Her parted spirit seem’d to say, 
the reign of God, the kingdom of heaven.— 
Who can refrain from. praying, from the 
heart, “ Fatherin heaven, thy kingdom 
come ;” when that kingdom is “ righteous- 
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spir- 
it!” Who will not continue the petition, | Yet M——, beauty soon shall fade, 
and ask, that “ Our Father's will may be} Phe bloom of youth shall leave thy cheek ; 
done, in earth, as it is in heaven,” when as-] Then let thy hopes on God be staid 
sured, that God’s will is, that ‘ all may be] aya thy Creator early seek. 
saved, and come unto the knowledge of the 
truth !” And what heart so hard, what} So shalt thy bark glide smooth along 
mind so blind, and estranged from good, as} The current of eventful life 
ths a not to rejoice in the truth, that “ Our God] And tho’ thou find’st the rose amone 
| is the God of Salvation,” that our “ iniqui-| The thorn of bitter hated strife. 
ties are blotted out as a cloud,” that we are 
redeemed, and shall be heirs, one and_all,} [t shall not discompose thy mind, 


Dear girl, why shoud’st thou longer mourn 
for one who now has gone to rest ; 

Who long enough life’s ills has borne, 
And left to dwell among the blest. 





* Dear M , Weep no more for me, 
Nor grieve because I’m ‘neath the sod : 
My troubles there have ceas’d to be, 
And now I dwell in peace with God. 














i| : 
{ to the glories of another and a better world! | Nor thy serenity impair 3 
if (Concluded next week. ) In thy creator thou shalt find, 
4 A peace that will prevent despair. 
% Marks of suspicion.—Always suspect a ; 
of sus} . >| M , farewell and live to God, 


man who affects great softness of manner, 
an unrufiled evenness of temper, and an en- 
unciation studied, slow and deliberate.— 
These things are all unnatural, and besneak 
a degree of mental discipline into which he 
that has no purposes of craft or design to SSSI SES 
answer, po a bese to drill himselfi— (7 NOTICE. 
The most successful knaves are usnally of 
this description, as smooth as razors dipped 
in oil, and as sharp. They affect the inno- 
(. b; cence of the dove, which they have not, mm 
} order to hide the cunning of the serpent, 
‘f which they have. 


And when the time he gives to thee, 
Is spent, and thou art ’neath the sod, 
Thy soul shall come and be with me.” 





The Universalists of this village and vi- 
cinity are informed, that the Courr Hovss 
will hereafter be occupied as a place of wor- 
ship, by those who profess faith in God as 
the Saviour of all men.—Next sabbath the 
mercy of God will be celebrated at that 
place instead of the Theatre, as was expec 

It is ascertainea une Br, Barzitiar| teo.—Brethren who read this notice, will do 
STREETER, has taken up his conneaicn with | well to notify others. 
the Church and Society in Salem, Ms. and | 
Y about to remove to the city 9 Troy, N. (> Rusurorp is received, and shall be 
4 ¥. to minister to the Universalist Society, | attended to soon, 


ie 











Da that place. May the Lord smile upon peels sae 
is labors, and render them a lasting and haiieciaaees siieaae ring et 9 ME 
extensive blessing to the people. acegestcabihaigpeipdrcsumesapnigp ated i 4: 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY 


An Universalist Society has been organi- iN ADVANCE—H. A. SALISBURY; 
ged in Camden, Me. PRINTER. 








